
WHAT IS CURRENTLY HAPPENING:
Currently, our state’s Solid Waste Management Act 
(“SWMA”) and Title 58 do not consider waste gener-
ated from oil and gas development as being hazard-
ous. This is problematic, as many studies have shown 
that waste generated from oil and gas development 
contains naturally occurring radioactive and other 
hazardous material. Because the SWMA excludes oil 
and gas waste from the hazardous waste protocol, 
industry does not need to treat it as such. This allows 
them to transport and dispose of it in municipal 
landfills. Some of this material ends up as leachate 
which is later transferred to a wastewater treatment 
facility, after which it is discharged into the state’s 
waterways. In other words, radioactive and other haz-
ardous material is being released into the same waters 
that we use as a source of drinking water. This poses 
a health risk to all Pennsylvanians. Radioactive and 
other heavy metals found in oil and gas waste have 
been linked to health issues ranging from nausea and 
vomiting to tissue damage to life-threatening cancers. 
Lastly, there are treatment facilities located all over 
the state which accept this type of waste; people in 
all regions of the state are at risk of this harm.

WHAT THIS LEGISLATION DOES:
House Bill (“HB”) 1353 and Senate Bill (“SB”) 645 
amends the SWMA, adding material generated from 
oil and gas development to the definition of “hazard-
ous waste.” Additionally, HB1354 and SB644 would 
repeal the language in the SWMA that exempts oil 
and gas industries from testing or treating drilling 
wastewater before disposal.
 

WHAT WILL BE THE RESULT?
If passed, these bills would require industry to treat 
waste generated from oil and gas development as 
hazardous. In order for industry to continue their 
current practices, they would need to show that the 
waste it generates is in fact not hazardous. Otherwise, 
the oil and gas industry would no longer be permit-
ted to dump this waste in landfills or our waterways.

SIGN OUR PETITION:
www.bit.ly/wasteloophole
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